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Strengthening the links

Partners visit Tomorrow’s Garden City, a sustainable extension to Letchworth Garden City, during the SPECIAL training week in England

We are almost halfway through the
SPECIAL project (Spatial Planning and
Energy for Communities In All
Landscapes) and there has been
considerable progress. Since April
2013, the SPECIAL partnership of
eight European Planning Associations
has been focused on building
expertise and competencies on
strengthening the links between
spatial planning and sustainable
energy – through training weeks,
workshops, and relationship-building
and awareness-raising with key
organisations in each partner country.
The aim is to build partner
competence and knowledge on linking
planning and energy; to devise training
materials based on this knowledge
and exchange of experience, and to
work with key organisations in each
country to ‘multiply’ the knowledge
and ultimately to run pilot training

events for town planners and related
professions.
All over Europe, how we arrange
our daily activities (our homes, work,
education, leisure, mobility, etc.) has
fundamental implications for energy
consumption, production and
distribution. Spatial planning has a
crucial role to play in identifying and
securing sites for the expansion of
sustainable energy production, and in
creating urban developments which
favour less energy-intensive lifestyles
and support the low-carbon
communities needed for the future.
And this is why the SPECIAL project
was devised – to strengthen the links
between spatial (strategic land use)
planning and energy planning at the
local level.
Achieving the EU 202020 targets
(20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions,
20% improvement in energy

efficiency, and 20% renewables in
energy consumption) will require
municipalities to develop an integrated
policy approach to land use and
energy planning that helps to boost
renewable energy production and
curb energy consumption.
Planners, energy experts and
communities must work together to
achieve the transition to sustainable
energy systems with more
decentralised energy provision and
co-ordinated local and communitybased solutions. Spatial planners
have an important role in mediating
between competing land uses and
securing land for the expansion of
renewable energy production to
ensure sustainable energy provision
for the future. The key focus of the
SPECIAL project is to strengthen that
role and improve the integration of
energy and planning at the local level.

Visit the SPECIAL project website at www.special-eu.org/

SPECIAL – the project...

Dr Hugh Ellis from the TCPA demonstrated the English plan-making system to the SPECIAL partners at
the Hungarian Urban Knowledge Centre in Budapest. He used boards to show the different stages
of creating planning policies, from initial evidence-gathering and consultation to publication,
examination and adoption. During the coaching and exchange workshop the partners examined
good practice examples of energy planning policy from England. An interactive exercise also took
place, in which partners came up with their own planning policies for a real-life example. They
considered how energy planning can be integrated into the spatial planning process and how to
systematically apply evidence on energy opportunities

The SPECIAL project is a dynamic
partnership of eight Town Planning
Associations drawn from across
Europe. It focuses on spatial
planning, local energy efficiency
and the deployment of renewable
energy solutions. SPECIAL aims
to bridge the gap between energy
action planning and spatial and
urban planning by developing
the capacity of Town Planning
Associations in the planning and

delivery of renewable energy
solutions. Working through the
links made by Town Planning
Associations, the knowledge
gained by the project is being
proactively disseminated
through professional ‘multiplier’
organisations in each country,
in order to reach the thousands
of town planners working at
local and regional levels
throughout Europe.

The SPECIAL partners visited the Energy Bunker
in Hamburg as part of the German training
week. The former Second World War air raid
bunker has been renovated and converted
into a power plant for renewable forms of
energy, with a very large hot water storage
tanker. Using a combination of solar energy,
biogas, wood chips and waste heat from a
nearby industrial plant, the Energy Bunker is
set to supply most of the Reiherstieg district
with heat, while also feeding renewable
power into the Hamburg electricity grid

SPECIAL, the Covenant
of Mayors, and SEAP
guidance
The Covenant of Mayors is a
voluntary commitment of signatories
to meet and exceed the EU 20%
carbon dioxide reduction target
through the implementation of a
Sustainable Energy Action Plan
(SEAP).

The SPECIAL project training dissemination network

8 partners
35 multipliers
5,000 municipalities
20,000 town planners working at local level
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Through the SPECIAL project, the
Hungarian Urban Knowledge Centre,
Hungary, and the TCPA, UK, are
working to identify ways to
strengthen SEAP guidance to
include better integration between
spatial planning and sustainable
energy at the local
level. To find out more
about the Covenant of
Mayors, visit:
www.eumayors.eu/index_en.html

and the partners...
The SPECIAL partnership
Provincial Government of Styria, Department of
Spatial Planning Law, Austria
German Institute of Urban Affairs, Germany
Irish Planning Institute, Ireland
Hungarian Urban Knowledge Centre, Hungary
Organisation for the Master Plan and
Environmental Protection of Thessaloniki, Greece
National Centre for Town Planning Studies, Italy
Swedish Society for Town and Country Planning,
Sweden
Town and Country Planning Association, UK

Austria
Partner: Provincial Government of
Styria, Department of Spatial
Planning Law
The Department of Spatial Planning
Law is responsible for the municipalitylevel spatial planning for the province
of Styria (539 municipalities, as of
September 2013). It is mainly
occupied with the control of (and
consultation with communities
concerning) the development of
zoning plans, masterplans and
development concepts that have to
comply with Styrian planning law.
Multipliers:
● Chamber of Architects and
Chartered Engineering Consultants
for Styria and Carinthia
● City of Graz, Department of Spatial
Planning
● Austrian Institute for Regional
Studies and Spatial Planning (ÖIR)

Germany
Partner: German Institute of
Urban Affairs (Difu)
The German Institute of Urban Affairs
(Difu) is a non-profit organisation and
the leading urban research institute
in the German-speaking world. It is
affiliated with the Association of
German Cities, representing most

of Germany’s 250 bigger cities. Difu’s
objective is to work in the interests of
the general public, particularly cities,
municipalities, and associations of
municipalities and their enterprises,
as well as citizens.

Multipliers:
● Verband Region Stuttgart
● Regionalverband Ruhr (RVR) –
Regional Association of Ruhr
● Vereinigung für Stadt,- Regional,und Landesplanung (SRL)
● Regionalverband
FrankfurtRheinMain
● Verband Region Rhein-Neckar
(VRRN)

Greece
Partner: Organisation for the
Master Plan and Environmental
Protection of Thessaloniki (ORTH)
ORTH, the Organisation for the Master
Plan and Environmental Protection of
Thessaloniki, is a legislated agency,
supervised by the Minister of the
Environment, Energy and Climate
Change, that co-ordinates public
services in the Greater Area of
Thessaloniki. It focuses on the
implementation of the master plan
and on environmental protection and
applies guidelines and measures
targeted at the environmental

protection of the area from a wider
physical, urban and development
planning perspective.

Multipliers:
● ANETH SA – Development Agency
of Thessaloniki
● Axios Loudias Aliakmonas
Estuaries Management Authority
● Technical Chamber of Greece/
Section of Central Macedonia
● Regional Union of Municipalities of
Central Macedonia
● Hellenic Association of City and
Regional Planners (SEMPXPA)

Hungary
Partner: Hungarian Urban
Knowledge Centre (HUKC)
HUKC, the Hungarian Urban
Knowledge Centre, was founded by
the Hungarian Society for Urban
Planning (MUT) in 2001. As a nonprofit organisation, it acts on behalf
of MUT in national and international
programmes in spatial planning.
HUKC also disseminates knowledge
and skills developed by Hungarian
spatial planners and architects
working for the Centre, and has
a wide network of planning
professionals and co-operates with
several local authorities, universities
and research centres.

Weblinks to the organisations listed here are available from the SPECIAL website at www.special-eu.org/
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●

Regional Government of Veneto,
Department of Planning

Sweden
Partner: Swedish Society for
Town and Country Planning (FFS)
The Swedish Society for Town and
Country Planning (FFS) is an open,
non-profit association run for, and by,
planners. FFS has a wide perspective
of (spatial) planning, from very local
level to regional planning, and even
national sector planning. FFS has
over 1,000 practising planner
members from all over the country
and regional chapters in five urban
regions. It publishes PLAN, the
Swedish Journal of Planning.

The SPECIAL partners at the training week in England

Multipliers:
● Hungarian Society for Urban
Planning (Magyar Urbanisztikai
Társaság – MUT)
● Hungarian National Association of
Local Authorities (Települési
Önkormányzatok Szövetsége –
TÖOSZ)
● Budapest University of Technology
and Economics, Department of
Environmental Economy
● University of Debrecen,
Department of Technology
● Lechner Lajos Knowldege Centre
Non-profit Ltd

Ireland
Partner: Irish Planning Institute (IPI)
The Irish Planning Institute is the
professional body representing the
majority of professional planners
engaged in physical and environmental
planning in Ireland. Founded in 1975,
its mission is to advance planning by
serving, improving and promoting the
planning profession for the benefit of
the community and the common good.
Multipliers:
● Department of Environment,
Community and Local Government
(DoECLG)
● Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland (SEAI)

●
●

●
●

ESB International (ESBI)
South Dublin County Council
(SDCC) – SDCC is also assisting
the Irish Planning Institute in the
delivery of the SPECIAL project
City of Dublin Energy Management
Agency (CODEMA)
Tipperary Energy Agency

Italy
Partner: National Centre for
Town Planning Studies (CeNSU)
The National Centre for Town Planning
Studies (Centro Nazionale di Studi
Urbanistici – CeNSU) is a non-profit
organisation promoted by the National
Council of Engineers (CNI). It promotes
cultural and training initiatives on
town planning issues and encourages
the collaboration of associations and
public bodies on town planning.
Multipliers:
● Regional Government of Sicily,
Department of Planning (ARTA)
● Regional Government of Puglia,
Department of Planning
● Italian Association of Transportation
and Traffic Engineering (AIIT)
● Urban Derelict Areas Association
● Italian Local Agenda 21 Association
● Cogeme Onlus Foundation
● Regional Government of Lombardia,
Department of Planning

Multipliers:
● Gothenburg Region Association of
Local Authorities
● County Administrative Board of
Västra Götaland
● Stockholm County Council,
Planning Department
● KTH – Royal Institute of
Technology, Department of Urban
Planning and Environment

United Kingdom
Lead Partner: Town and Country
Planning Association (TCPA)
The TCPA aims to put social and
environmental justice at the heart of
planning. With strong networks in the
public, private and voluntary sectors,
extensive knowledge of European
planning systems, and EU-wide
experience of planning and energy,
the TCPA devised and developed
SPECIAL and is its Lead Partner.
Multipliers:
● Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI)
● Partnership for Urban South
Hampshire (PUSH)
● Sustainability East
● CLASP
● UK Government, Department of
Energy and Climate Change (DECC)
● APSE (Association for Public
Service Excellence) Energy
● TCPA New Communities Group
● Hertfordshire County Council
● Planning and Climate Change
Coalition
● TCPA Board and Policy Council

Weblinks to the organisations listed here are available from the SPECIAL website at www.special-eu.org/
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Working with the ECTP-CEU
To extend the project’s reach,

There are two key areas of collaboration between SPECIAL and the ECTP-CEU.

SPECIAL is also working with the
European Council of Spatial
Planners - Conseil Européen des
Urbanistes (ECTP-CEU).

ECTP-CEU

Pan-European Guide on Spatial Planning and Energy
The Pan-European Guide on Spatial Planning and Energy is a key output from
the SPECIAL project. It will include generic guidance and checklists for planners
on how to integrate spatial planning and sustainable energy, as well as countryspecific guidance and training materials developed by the project partners. The
guide is due for publication in 2016.

European Urban and Regional Planning Awards
Hools

Founded in 1985, the ECTP-CEU
brings together 24 professional
Town Planning Associations and
Institutes from 22 European
countries. Founded on the belief
that planners are enablers and
specialists in spatial analysis and
interaction, committed to
working with other professionals
to advance the sustainable
development of the natural and
the built environment, the ECTCEU is an umbrella association
providing its members with a
common framework for planning
practice, planning education,
continuing professional
development, and the definition
of professional responsibilities.

The 10th European Urban and Regional Planning Awards judging panel at work

Organised in association with SPECIAL, the 10th European Urban and Regional
Planning Awards took place in Brussels in May, with Diane Smith and Alex House
from the TCPA (UK), Christine Schwaberger from STMK (Austria), and Vincent
Berrutto from Intelligent Energy Europe among the judging panel. For the first time,
the ECTP-CEU Awards focused exclusively on the integration of spatial planning
and energy planning at the local level. The four award-winning projects were:
● ‘Embarking the Whole Territory on the Path of Sustainability’. Cantonal Energy
Office (OCEN) / Cantonal Town Planning Office (OU), Geneva, Switzerland.
● ‘Montmélian and its Future Triangle Sud Solar Area’. La Ville de Montmélian,
France.
● ‘Fornebu – A Green Town Built on Outstanding National and International
Expertise’. Municipality of Bærum, Norway.
● ‘Limburg Territorial Development Programme’. Ruimte Vlaanderen, Spatial
Development Department Flanders, Belgium.
For further information, see the European and Regional Planning Awards pages
at www.ectp-ceu.eu/. The four winning projects were displayed at the 2014
EU Sustainable Energy Week, and presentations to SPECIAL partners and
multipliers will be made in the UK and in Italy at the end of September.

The ECTP-CEU sets standards of
education and conduct for the

Joint working

planning profession; identifies,

Intelligent Energy Europe is increasingly encouraging projects with similar
objectives to work together. The SPECIAL project is twinned with the
SUSREG project, in which 17 partners from six countries aim to improve
the knowledge, attitudes and skills of professional planners, through a
three-stage capacity-building programme, including on-the-job training of
planners on real case examples. As the SPECIAL
portfolio of training materials and the SUSREG case
studies and workshops develop, the projects’ lead
partners will facilitate the exchange of information
For more on SUSREG,
and good practice experience between project
see http://susreg.eu/
partners and encourage mutual learning.

celebrates and rewards examples
of good planning all over Europe;
and engages in dialogue with
local, national and European
government.
Further details are available from
the ECTP-CEU website, at
www.ectp-ceu.eu/
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Training weeks and the
SPECIAL training portfolio

Thinking spatially in Hamburg during the German training week; SPECIAL partners visit the site for a new district heating system in the Nine Elms
regeneration area during the English training week; and partners learning from Hammarby Sjöstad, during the Swedish training week

To begin the process of capacitybuilding among the partnership, three
individual training weeks were held in
England, Sweden and Germany,
attended by all the SPECIAL partners.
Each week involved practical site visits;
detailed presentations on the various
structures of the partner states’
planning systems and how they
currently relate to sustainable energy
provision and use; and meetings with
public and private sector stakeholders
that gave the partners valuable
insights into the potential for greater
integration between spatial planning
and energy planning.
Drawing on the training weeks, an
extensive online portfolio of training
materials was devised by the German
Institute of Urban Affairs (Difu), with
support from the TCPA and input from
several partners. The portfolio is
organised as five modules, on:
● The challenges of climate change
and sustainable energy supply.
● Frameworks of spatial planning
and sustainable energy.
● Strategies, tools and instruments
for integrating spatial planning and
sustainable energy supply and use.
● Infrastructure and implementation
at a local level.
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●

Stakeholder inclusion, participation
processes and communication.

The five modules feature 24 submodules over 100 case studies.
The online training portfolio lies at
the heart of SPECIAL, and development
of training material is the key activity
at the mid-point of the project. The
online portfolio is being actively used
by all the partners to develop a
portfolio (or portfolios) of training
materials with each of their multipliers,

adapted to local circumstances. The
next phase of the project will develop
training pilots with the aim of creating
a long-term planning and energy
legacy for the future.
To increase and maintain the
capacity and competence of the
partner Town Planning Associations,
coaching and exchange workshops
are held twice a year, enabling
partners to learn new skills, undertake
training activities (including roleplaying), and exchange good practice.

Find out more about the SPECIAL project at www.special-eu.org/
Or contact Alex House, Projects and Policy Officer, TCPA,
17 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AS, UK
e: alex.house@tcpa.org.uk t: +44 (0) 20 7930 8903
twitter: @eu_special

This newsletter is produced by the Town and Country Planning Association
as Lead Partner in the SPECIAL project. The TCPA gratefully acknowledges
financial support from the Intelligent Energy Europe programme.
The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the authors. It does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EASME nor the European
Commission are responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

