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SPECIAL

A European partnership – building the capacity of
Town Planning Associations to plan and deliver
sustainable energy solutions
Spatial planning has a key role to play in creating urban environments
that support less energy-intense lifestyles and communities. Spatial
planning and urban planners have a pivotal role in developing energy
strategies and actions plans, and the SPECIAL project has been set up
to help bridge the gap between climate change /energy action planning
and spatial and urban planning.
SPECIAL is funded by Intelligent Energy – Europe and is an exciting partnership
between eight Town Planning Associations (TPAs) across Europe. It will run for
three years, with a focus on spatial planning for the deployment of local energy
efficiency and renewable energy solutions. The Town and Country Planning
Association (TCPA) is the lead partner, with partner planning associations in
Sweden, Ireland, Hungary, Italy, Greece, Germany and Austria.
The project has been set up to help the TPAs of the partner countries meet the
EU’s challenging energy and climate change targets for 2020. It has a number of
objectives on exchanging best practice and experience, promoting integrated
renewable energy strategies, and building the capacity of the partner planning
associations in the planning and delivery of renewable energy solutions. Most
importantly, the partners must then share that learning through their
professional networks and maximise the dissemination of their training to
others, in a multiplier effect.
The SPECIAL project runs from March 2013 to March
2016, culminating in a final conference to disseminate
the project outcomes, including a pan-European Guide
on Spatial Planning and Sustainable Energy.

Visit the SPECIAL website at www.special-eu.org

Building capacity
At the heart of the SPECIAL project is a focus on training and capacity
building and the cascading of that knowledge through the professional
networks of each partner to reach practising planners at the local level.
The SPECIAL project uses several different approaches to building the
capacity of the profession in planning and delivering sustainable
energy solutions. These include:
●

Training that focuses on learning from good practice in the
UK, Germany and Sweden. This includes site visits and practical
solutions as well as developing an understanding of policy and
strategy; the role of private sector, investors and communities; and
political influences and the involvement of national, regional and
local levels of government.

●

Spreading knowledge – up to six ‘multiplier’ organisations
for each of the project partners have signed up to develop and
deliver pilot training events for their own members and constituent
audiences at the local level.

●

Planners attending the training will be set specific assignments
for development during the lifetime of the project.

●

Multiplier assignments and interests will be matched across
the partners to ensure effective exchange of experience.

●

Following the development of a portfolio of materials and
techniques for each multiplier, the partners will each facilitate the
delivery of on-the-ground training pilots with the members of
the multiplier organisations.

●

The partners will develop five Expert Papers on spatial planning
and energy.

●

Each partner will produce a High Level Policy Statement on the
integration of spatial planning and energy.

SPECIAL’s
key objectives
1

To build the capacity of partner Town
Planning Associations (TPAs), or their
equivalent, to integrate sustainable
energy solutions into spatial planning
training, practice and delivery.

2

To foster the exchange of experience
and competence-building among
national and regional TPAs, to
demonstrate the integration of
sustainable energy into spatial
planning strategies at local and
regional levels.

3

To stimulate the improved energyrelated competence of town planners
working within local authorities,
leading to good practice examples of
integrated spatial planning strategies
for low-carbon towns and regions.

European Council
of Spatial Planners
(ECTP) and the
‘Spatial Planning
and Energy Award’
In order to extend the value of
the training and capacity-building
beyond the eight SPECIAL
partners, the TCPA will work with
the ECTP in France and SUSREG
partners in Denmark and Spain
to exchange experience. Through
the ECTP, the SPECIAL partners
will develop a pan-European
category in the European Urban
and Regional Planning Awards
for ‘Spatial Planning and Energy’.
This work runs throughout the
project and will result in a panEuropean Guide on Spatial
Planning and Sustainable Energy
– produced in several languages –
which will be launched at the
project final event.

The SPECIAL partners
The SPECIAL partners represent the professional Town Planning Associations
of their respective countries:
Austria
Provincial Government of Styria, Department of Spatial Planning Law
Germany
German Institute of Urban Affairs
Greece
Organisation for the Master Plan and Environmental
Protection of Thessaloniki (ORTH)
Hungary
Hungarian Urban Knowledge Centre
Ireland
Irish Planning Institute
Italy
National Centre for Town Planning Studies
Sweden
Swedish Society for Town and Country Planning
UK
Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA)

SPECIAL...
To find out more about SPECIAL, visit www.special-eu.org or contact:
Alex House
Projects and Policy Officer, TCPA
17 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AS
e: alex.house@tcpa.org.uk t: +44 (0)20 7930 8903
Twitter: Twitter: @eu_special
The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the authors. It does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EACI nor the European Commission are
responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

