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Vision 2030:  
On the way to a world-class city 
Stockholm has a long term and coherent vision for 
Stockholm's growth and development into a world-class 
city - Vision 2030.  
Strategic approach: All departments and companies in the 
City's mission is to contribute to the vision is realized in 
daily operations and through long-term development.  
The vision has three themes that are the long-term goals of 
the comprehensive plan: 



Vision 2030 
Strategic approach 
The City’s entire organisation has been instructed to work toward the vision, which will provide guidence for priorities of 
developments. Continuous follow-up and monitoring of results are important tasks in order to fulfill the vision.  
 
Regional cooperation  
Reinforcement of the ongoing regionalisation is vital in order to reach the set goals. A strong consensus and decisive power are 
required from the public-sector players throughout the region, particularly in transportation.  
 
Cooperation with the business community  
To fulfill the vision, it is essential to have shared goals and a fruitful partnership between the City, other public-sector players and 
the business community. This applies particularly to the development of the area near Karolinska – Norra Station and in the Kista 
Science City.  
 
Urban policies for sustainable growth  
The Stockholm-Mälar region is of great importance for Sweden’s economic growth. National policies need to have an urban 
perspective and consider the region’s specific circumstances: high costs for housing, premises and salaries, long travel times, 
complex decision-making processes and the risk of segregation.  
The municipal equalisation scheme must be modified, and the allocation of state funds for infrastructure must increase. It is also 
essential for state sector governance to become more flexible and harmonised, particularly for the application of planning and 
construction legislation, and the Environmental Code.  
 
International cooperation  
In our globalised world, international cooperation has become increasingly important. The Stockholm-Mälar region has favourable 
prerequisites to develop into the obvious hub of the Baltic Sea region. It is important for Stockholm to actively participate on the 
international arena and prioritize cooperation with other regions and major cities.  
 
Stockholm – The Capital of Scandinavia  
Competition between cities and regions is increasing, and successful marketing and profiling is important. We want to improve 
the international awareness and consistently market Stockholm on a long-term basis as The Capital of Scandinavia.  
 
Symbols and conceptual projects  
It is of great important for the City to develop spectacular, momentous projects in conjunction with other players. These projects 
will make the vision clear and become the symbol of the future Stockholm. Projects may include the development of the city, but 
also other efforts that for example comprise matching job-seekers with the needs of companies, integration projects or the City’s 
quality initiatives.  
 



The City Planning Administration 

The City Planning Administration, 
under the City Planning Committee, is 
responsible for both comprehensive 
and detailed planning for the City of 
Stockholm.  
It also issues building permits, 
registers property and land, provides 
maps and administers housing 
subsidies.  
The (comprehenisve) City Plan must 
be approved by the City Council. 



A strategic plan 

• Function more as a strategic navigation 
tool than a traditional land use plan.  

• Shows Stockholm will meet its Vision 2030 
goals and provide clear guidance 
regarding the city’s intentions and 
objectives for sustainable development.  

• Serves as policy guidance for the entire 
city’s areas and functional responsibilities. 

A rolling urban development process 
• It is crucial that the City Plan is continually 

updated to reflect new situations and 
provide guidance for detailed plans.  

• A rolling urban development planning 
process will periodically update the 
comprehensive City Plan to adapt to 
current issues.  

• A rolling process can also support a 
continuous dialogue with the stakeholders 
and stockholmers regarding the city’s 
future. 



A City Plan with several roles gives 
clearer guidance 
 • Aim: to reduce the number of steering documents and 

to achieve better coordination and greater clarity.  
• Expand the role of the City Plan so that it also covers 

other policy decisions that the municipalities are 
obliged to address. The City Plan also constitutes the 
City of Stockholm’s guidelines on provision of housing. 

• The approved proposal for the energy plan, as required 
under the Swedish Act on Municipal Energy Planning is 
also subordinate to the City Plan. 



Challenges for future urban 
development 
• Continued growth drives long-term planning 
• Many interests coexist in a modern city 
• Globalisation affects the region in several 

ways 
• Environmental and climate issues increasingly 

important 
• Large social disparities in metropolitan regions 



Focus areas 

• Stockholm as the city on the water 
• A strong business community and education system 
• A socially cohesive and vibrant city 
• Sport, recreation and attractive green spaces 
• A modern transport system and sustainable travel 
• Housing provision in a growing city 
• New energy solutions and utilities infrastructure 
• A city rich in experiences, culture and history 
• Health, safety and the environment in a dense city 



Stockholm as the city on the water 

Planning aims 
• Create attractive spaces and better 

opportunities for recreation on the city’s 
waterfront 

• Safeguard good water quality in lakes and 
watercourses 

• Safeguard the city’s port functions 
• Maintain a high level of readiness for water-

based public transport 



A socially cohesive and vibrant city 

Planning aims 
• Create a city for all by strengthening the social 

perspective of planning 
• Increase the conditions for accessible services 

throughout the city 
• Coordinate planning and urban development and 

the expansion of public services 
• Create safe and diverse meeting places and 

spaces across the city 



A modern transport system and 
sustainable travel 
Planning aims 
• Plan for the efficient implementation 
• Work to ensure a long-term focus on public 

transport 
• Focus planning on increased mobility for 

pedestrians and cyclists 



Housing provision in a growing city 

Planning aims 
• Plan for steady and constant home building 
• Vary the range of housing across the city 
• Continue planning housing for groups with 

special needs 



New energy solutions and utilities 
infrastructure 
Planning aims 
• safeguard areas and plants for Stockholm’s utilities 

infrastructure 
• intensify collaboration on plants for new energy 

solutions 
• promote good housing and other functions in 

environmentally aware and energy-efficient buildings 
• plan for increased access to waste services 
• develop and safeguard the functions at the city’s 

logistics centres 



Health, safety and the 
environment in a dense city 
Planning aims 
• Create living environments with good noise 

conditions 
• Work to improve air quality in the city 
• Increase readiness for climate change 
• Develop a risk and safety perspective in the 

planning process 



Urban development strategies 
for sustainable growth 
1. Continue to strengthen central Stockholm 
2. Focus on strategic nodes 
3. Connect city areas 
4. Create a vibrant urban environment 

 
 
 



Strategy 1. Continue to strengthen 
central Stockholm 
• Focus on urban development areas exemplified 

by two eco-profile residential areas 
• Urban renewal continues, highlighting the nodes 

of the future in the inner city 
• A modern science city in a unique environment 

supports higher education and world-class 
research 

• Developing planning for a more cohesive urban 
environment in Stockholm’s inner suburbs 
 



Strategy 2: Focus on strategic nodes 

• The focus on nodes is coordinated with the 
development of Stockholm’s infrastructure 

• Developing more attractive housing and multi-
use urban environments in the nodes 

• Gradually developing varied businesses and 
services on the basis of local conditions 

• Culture, entertainment and sport increase 
attractiveness 

• The focus assumes a multifaceted 
• development plan and step-by-step expansion 



Strategy 3: Connect city areas 

• Infrastructure improvements will also support 
continued integration in the Stockholm-Mälaren 
region 

• The nodes in the outer city will become strong 
junctions in the infrastructure of the future 

• Creating a more integrated outer city with new 
cohesive urban environments and improved 
connections 

• Improving the green wedges and creating more 
attractive meeting places in parks and green 
spaces 
 



Strategy 4: Create a vibrant 
urban environment 
• Current use of land and water areas will be 

retained across large parts of Stockholm 
• Gradually developing the urban environment on 

the basis of local conditions 
• Public spaces take on greater importance in 

urban living 
• Preserving and developing Stockholm’s 

characteristic features, historical assets and 
beauty 

• Dialogue and cooperation strengthened in local 
development work 



Strategic areas and links 
in central Stockholm 
Central/semi-central Stockholm:  
• City centre 
• Odenplan 
• Slussen 
• Stockholm Royal Seaport 
• Norra station/Hagastaden 
• Albano 
• Ulvsunda 
• Alvik 
• Västra Kungsholmen 
• Fridhemsplan 
• Liljeholmen 
• Telefonplan 
• Årstafältet 
• Hammarby sjöstad 
• Gullmarsplan 

 
 

Outer suburbs of  Stockholm:  
• Kista 
• Vällingby 
• Spånga 
• Brommaplan 
• Skärholmen 
• Farsta  
• Fruängen 
• Älvsjö 
• Högdalen 



Transport infrastructure 

 



Transport infrastructure (2) 

 



Dialogue and collaboration 
A two year process 
• Major focus on communication and continuously throughout the process 
• Process start:  broad-based collaboration with the city’s administrations and companies.  
• A number of meetings have been arranged geared towards the people of Stockholm or to 

particular stakeholders or bodies within the city.  
• Secondary-school and upper-secondary-school pupils involved in the discussions on Future 

Stockholm 
• Particular focus on the property developers and construction company stakeholders  
• ‘Phone and we will be there’: An opportunity for individual interest groups to invite 

representatives from the city to discuss the City Plan. Result: over 200 meetings held. 
• The urban development strategies have been finalised and supplemented by a report of the 

most important conflicts between goals in the implementation of the strategies.  
• The City Plan specifies the underlying planning information which is important in future 

programme work, detailed planning and building permits. 



Continued planning and 
implementation 
• Guidelines for an efficient planning and building 

process 
• Urban development priorities can be set with  the 

support of rolling comprehensive planning 
• Extensive interplay between land policy and 

physical planning can create new opportunities 
• The need for new underlying information to 

support the planning process must constantly be 
examined 

• Cooperation and dialogue on conflicts of interest 
in subsequent planning 
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